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pilgrims have evidently had as much as they
want, and in skilfully leading up to his onw
tale. Nothing could give a more vivid im-
pression of youth and exuberance than the
Squire's naive enjoyment of the marvellous
adventures which he describes: the story is
exactly suited to the teller, and his sublime
unconsciousness of the fact that any one else
can possibly find it long or quail before the
prospect of a tale which bids fair to last all
the way to Canterbury and back, is just what
we should expect of this

.....lusty bacheler

With lokkes crulle,1 as they were leyd in presse.
Of twenty yeer of age he was, I gesse

Embrouded 2 was he, as it were a mede
Al ful of fresshe floures, whyte and rede.
Singinge he was, or floytinge 3 al the day;
He was as fresh as is the month of May.

No wonder he tells of enchanted steeds and
magic rings, of joust and tourney. And in
showing the charm and youthfulness of the
Squire, Chaucer also contrives to show us the
charm, and we might almost add the youth-
fulness, of the popular romance. It is difficult
to believe that the Squieres Tale was left

1 curled locks.     2 embroidered.      3 playing the flute.
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